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ik SAVED
FROM FIRE

Hote! Gone at
Forest Hills.

Match Onder Piazza
Betigved Cause.

Four Hundred Guests 1
il Rush Bor Safety.

Five Thousand Witness
Snectacular Blaze,

A fire that swept through the north
section of the Forest Hills hotel, at
the junction of Hyde Park av and
walkhill st. Forest Hills, yesterday
efternoon, drove 400 guests in the bulld-
fng In a stampede to the street and aid
jamage to the hotel and adjacent prop-
srty estimated at between $16,000 ana
118,000, -

‘The heroes of the fire. that swept
‘nrough the wooden bullding with ap-
mlling swiftness, were Ex-Senator
Frank Seiberlich, proprietor of the ho-
tei, and his manager, Frank J. Jeager,
and assistant manager Stephen Walsh,
who forced their way through the
smoke-filled rooms snd rescued Mrs
william F. O'Connor and her 4-year-old
son William, Mrs John O‘Connor, all
guasts, and Mrs Sarah Leach, Mre Mary
Brady wnd Mrs Josephine Benson, do-
mestics. Thev were cared for at the
residence of Patrick J. Rooney, 38 Hyde
Parkav.

The damage to the building, which is
owned Ly Gabriel Gougeon, is egti-
mated at $5000; to contents and fur-
nishings, owned by Frank Seiberlich,
$9000; hotel Meyer, a three-story apart-
ment house, 49 and 51 Hyde Park av,
owned by William Miller, $1200; Joseph'
Bornino, to furnishings of his apart-
ment In hotel Meyer, $300; bullding 3170
washington st, owned by Willlam Mil-
ter, occupled as a saloon by John J.
Walsh, $300.

Heavy Sunday Business.

The hotel is a three-story wooden
structure, 51 to 61 Hyvde Park av, hav-
fng a frontage of 158 feet on Xyde
Park av and a long frontage on Walk-
hin st. It is trispgular in shape, and
contains 35 rooms. The north portion,
nambered 51, 53, 56 Hyde Park av, and
running back to Walkhill st, was the
‘part burned.

That section of the hotel contained
a large wineroom in the basement, con-
tajning $6000 worth of wines and liquors
and a rathskeller. On the first floor
were the oifice and two large rooms:
saloon on the second. nine private din-
ing rooms, with parlor and kltchen at
the rear; on the third floor, 12 cham-
bers and bath rooms.

Sunday 18 one of the buslest days at
e hatei, which caters to a very large
out-of-town patronage. Yesterday the
Lusiness was unusually heavy and at
the time of the fire there were seated
about the tables in the serving rooms
about 400 guests.

These rooms were on the street floor,
and dlrectly back of them is a large
plazza that runs to above the second
atory. There is an exit from the hotel
at the end of the plakza on the Walk-
hill-st side.

It was under this plazze that the fire
wae Arst discovered by John Rellly. an
employe, who gave the alarm. Mr Sel-
verlich was behind the desk at the east
end of the serving room, and manager
Jeager and agsistant manager Walsh
were also in the office.

Alp’ of them saw the smoke curling
fnto the windows of the serving room
and the 400 guests aiso saw the fire
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making rapid headway up the side of the
rear of the hotel and getting a hold
on the dry timber of the two-story
plazza.

Saved in Nick of Time.

FRIIVUDL AL VIILT LUT HAlUTS WCIo Luie
ing their way through the windows intc
the huilding, driven by a strong wes:
wind, and the guests tumbled over eacl
other in their haste to escape.

Mr Seiberlich quickly rang the hote!
fire alarm. then telephoned station I
that the hotel was on fire: shut the
cash register and closed the door of the
safe, and with manager Jeager and
assistant manager Walsh hurrled
through the hotel and rescued the
wonien mentioned.

AMrg Willilam Q'Connor was carried out
of the bullding by Stephen Walsh and
her little son Willlam by Mr Selberlich.
During this time the fire department
of the hotel, composed of Otto Luskarg,
Williean Connolly, John Eberhardt, Wil-
Ham Retnhmidt, Peter White and John
Reflly, got out a iine of hose and en-
denvered to check the flames.

Knowlng that Mrs Leach, Mrs Ben-
son and Mrs Brady were at work in the
kitchen in the second story, directly
above the heart of the fire, Mr Selber-
lich and Stephen Walsh forced their
way through the smothering smoke
that now filled the bullding, up the
narrow stalrway to the second story,
and brought out the three women in
the nick of time. A few minutes later
the room in which they had been was
1 neys of flames.

Cnrand Alarm Ordered.

Patrolman QGeorge Keyes of aivision
13 was on Washington st not far from
the rear of the hotel when he saw a
sheet of flame shoot almost across

walkhill st. He jumped upon a pass-
ing car and ordered the motorman to
make all speed to box 631, at the corner
o Washington and Morton sts.

Someone on Hyde Park av called to a
passing driver of a hack that the hotel
was on fire and to rush to box 592 at
the corner of Weldhill and Wachusett
sts. e whipped up his horses and
‘eached box b92 before patrolman Keyes
sounded box 631,

The fiie made such rapid headway,
fed by the hard wood of the hotel and
fanned by o strong westerly breeze, that
when Dist Chief Michael J. Mulligan
zot sight of the fire he ordered a sec-
ond alarm before he left his wagon.

Engine 28 and ladder 10 of Jamaica
Plain was the first apparatus to arrive.
Engine 45 and ladder 16, Roslindale, fol-
lowed _ closely. Vhen the firemen
reached the scene the tlames were eat-
fng up the rear of the hotel on the
wWalkhill side and had & good hold on
the roof and one side of the hotel
Meyer.

A four-foot alley separated the north
wall of the Forest Hills hotel and the
hotel Meyer. The wind was driving the
Hames against the latter and Dist Chief
Mulligan knew that he must make his
light there. He placed men with a line
of hose at that point and, although the
heat was Intense, they succeeded in
holding the fire in check.

The bullding 3770 Washington st
cnught fire but the flames were quickly
extingulished.

Fiaht Watched by 6000.

The second alarm brought addltion-
2l apparatus from Roxbury, West
roxbury and Mattapan.

The fire, which was most spectacu-
lar, was witnessed by more than 5000
people, who crowded Hyde Park av,
\Walkhill st and Washington st. A
crowd of 2000 men, women and chil-
dren watched from the ralsed tracks
of-the-N-Y,-N -H & H until drlven

from theilr dangerous position by the
police,

Ladders were thrown up on the
Hyde Park-av frort of the hotel, on the
hotel Meyer and against the rear
walls of the Forest Hills_hotel. From
there the firemen poured a deluge of

Water directly into the heart of the
tire. The heat from the fire was al-
most unbearable. Senior hoseman

Wesley Newdick of engine 42, Egle-
ston Square, was overcome and was
compelled to relinquish his task. His
place was supplied by hoseman Grif~
fin of chemical 5, Fgleston Square.
Ladderman_Stephen A. Moran of
ladder 16, Roslindale, while t<lung
down a line of hose on a ladder on the
Walkhill-st slde of the hotel, fell and
injured his right leg. Hoseman Fall
(c)r engine 28 was also slightly over-

ome.
After two hours the firemen won.

Carelessness Probably the Cause.

mX-yenator Seiveriicn, proprietor of
the hotel, was loud in his praise of the
work of the firemen and told Dist Chiet
Mulligan that the men of the depart-
ment would hear from him later. He
also assured all the employes of his
hotel, who had lost their belongings in
the fire, that he would reimburse them,
Mr Seiberlich carried an insurance of
310,000 on the contents of the hotel. Mr
Gougeon. owner of the bullding, is also
}Ger“\}?ﬁé"%d‘x andl it }s understood that
3 r's loss I8 a g -
My Ml so covered by In
The south section of the hotel, with
entrance at the junction of Hvde Park
uv and Walkhill st, which contains the
bar on the first floor and 20 chambers on
the floors above, was but llttle dam-
gggddagr Mr Selbct:{llcht hclosed the iroa
oors separatin e tw
otnth‘e h-Jtel.t e g wo sections
8 expecte at the hot
reXul]llt ﬁt gnce. : otel will be
ted match carelessly droppe
throug%x a crack in the plazza lsp%e%
lteved vo have started the fire.
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