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Confine Flames to the
Studio Building.

Theatre, a Church and Other
Property is Saved.

Loss in Tremont St May
Reach $250,000.

More than a million dollars’ worth of
property was in imminent danger of de-
ctruetion by a fire which bioke out at
7.20 yesterday niorning In the rear of
114 anad W6 Premont st, ard which
burned for three hows with great fury.

A theatre, a chureh, the buildings ac-
cupied by several bhusiness firms and
the studies of a number of urtists
seemed for a time to ne deomed, but a
long hard figh! by the fircmen in which
thev t{oonk niore punishment than n
any other fire of rccent months, kept
the flames well confined, so that barely
350,000 was lest.

The entue bullling, which was for-
merly the olidl Tremont theatre, occu-
med as a storehouse by Eldredge &
Peahcidy, furniture, wes burned to the
grouynd, the salesroom of the firm ot
316 Tremont st was gutted and the
southern portion of the Studlo building
was damaged badly from bottom to top.

There were no fatalities, but several
firemen weie overcome by the smoke,
thougt only one of these, Capt Joy of
engines 3% and 39, was taken to 8 hos-
pital.

It was one of thc most spectacular
fires for months, and thousands ol per-
sons, some on business bent, others in
on Christmas shopping trips, watched,
fascinated, the dense billows of smoke
roll up from the burning building. -

All passaege -long Tremcnt st in front
of the Studio huilding was cut off for
four hours, and at each end of the
police ling were crowded hundreds
watching the engines at work and lig-
tening to the meager reports that
reached them from within the fire liney,

The flie was confined to that portion
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of the halding hack from Tremont st
and hittle conld he seen from the frout.

he building where the fire started
was really a sepaiate structure trom
that winch fionts on ‘Tremont st, al-
though many passageways made them
pracucalty one huildimg

he rear bailding wuas the Tremont
theatre of yemrs ago, and in the bhase-
ment of tlus the blaze started. The
building s shut In by the Wesleyan
building and RBromfield-st M. 15 church
on one swde and the Qipheumn theatie un
another, and no one saw the flie unul 1t
had been buining some time.

Hard Task Confronts Firemen.

Bung surrounded by other butldings,
it was neat to mmpossible for the fhie-
men to get ot the tire to advantage.
They had to nght it from parrow Wes-
leyan pl, at tue reai, and from the
roofs and windows of bufldings close by.

The blaze was discovared at 7:85 by
Supt Nutting of the Studio bullding,
who gave the alarm. \When the firemen
arrived they saw the flames already cat-
ing thenrr way swiftly from the rear
fnto the salesioom of the furniture tirm
in front,

When the tire was’/out 1t could be
scen how the fire buined its way up
through the rear portion and through
the roof, the whole frame work tnen
collapsiig, and how in the {ront portion,
ihe Studio buildng, the fite had eaten
s way t1om bottom to top in the walls

esperate wolk by the nremen unde:
Chief Grady kept the tlumes in thig sce-
fionr t1om Spreawing into the rooms as
they went up the walls.

‘I'he ground floor ot the Studio build-
ing was completely burned out, Only a
few pleces ot tuiniture in the show
winndows escaped the flames and these
waie ruined by water,

1 ne studios and business places on the
flom~ above wete damaged heavily by
water, Some of the artisls lost very
heavily, although  Asst Chief Grady
saved $10twe worth vl pantings betong-
ing to Dattus Cobb,

The whole of the rear section was
filled Wity goods belongmg to Eldredge
& D’eabody and their loss 1s cluse to
$100,000, i

It was plain to the firemen when they
anined that nothing could save any
pait of the reav ot the bullding. They
have always dieaded the time when
tins stiuctuie should burst into flame,
w8 its comstnuection dates back many
vedrs, and they centered their attention
upon saving the adjoining property, in-
cuding the front section of the stiuc-
ture, (he Studio bwilihing., In this they
were (quite successtul

The  Wesleyan  bullding was  not
touched, nor was the Bromileld-st
chuteh

‘The ecupola of the Orpheum theatre
caught from sparks, but its safety was
soon  assured, and thus the fire wuas

confined to the double building where
it started. N

Hydrants Found Frozen.

The themen had all sorts of difficulties
0 contend with.

The severe cold had frozen hydrants,
e of them bemmg that at the end of
Wesleyan pl, the one most needed at the
sutset of the fire Tt was 10 minutes |
onfore water could be zot from it.

Commissioner Wells suld afterward
that 1t was oue o1 those unfortunate
mdidents that happen at every big iire
in severe weather It 1 Impossible to
Keep every hydiunt open every minute‘,
ut the winter, although both the wateri
aud fire departments try to do so.

‘e 1ear pordon of the building was i
ke a raging Turnace when the first
streant went into it Chiet Mullen -
1ected the fight from the outside and
E\-~~7. Chief Giady was inside all the
me

Ifrom the narrow alley at the rear a
despetate fight was made, although at
ftirst the ftiremen on the ladders counld
sce the flames creeping nearer and near-
er to them unitl they leuped thiough

}he windows and almost hcked their
aces
Slippery as the Jaddcrs were from

their thick ceaungs of ice and intense '
as was the heat, the men held on, while
the 1ew wih) saw them wondered how
long they could stick ft out.

Frequently @ line of hose burst and
the severe cold which numbed the hands
and muscles of thefiremen hindered them
m their work., They finally won, how-
ever, and when their work was looked
over n the aftetnoon it 4vas wondered
how they Kept the fire where they aid.

As the firemen ifought on, occasionally
one of them, either inside or outside
the building, collapsed fiom Inhaling tne
thick smoke, and he was carrled to a
place. where he could get some fresh
air. Imvariably they reiurned again,
and when the all-out was sounded they
were all, with the exception of Capt
Jov, on duty, y

Many of them had to ereep over shp-
pery roofs aml were in danpger all lulm
tiune of talling to the ground. The men
inside were in constant danger in the
first stages of the fire from hot-alr ex-
plosions, which were frequent.

WWhile the most spectacular part of the
fire was in the rear, where the thou-
sands of curioys couldn't see it, the fire
m the front portion concerned most per-
SOus.

There are cloze to 100 occupants of the
front sectlen, and several of them weie
heavy losers  Among them were August
Buhler, Bdmund H. Gariett, Melbouwrne
Hurdwick, C. H Bunting and Dajius
Cobb, artists. Others who lost heavily
s e o AL Loring and H. H Kent on
the top tloor, J. B Thomas, M. Beren-
son and Mr Reyuolds on the fourth
cloor, J. J. Frazer. George W. Seavey,
G W. Fenety and AMiss Hamilton on the
tmird floor, George W. Frost, C. T. De-
DTilois, W. H. Arnoid and C. \W. Shepard
on the second floor.

Mr Garrett's Experience.

Mr Kelt, on the top floor. occupied

luauriously furnished bachelor apart-
ments. He Is 2 stock broker of artistic

inclinations and had m his suite some

very costly palnungs, which doubtless
were greatly damaged. Edmund .

Garratt on the door below lost ex-
:gnsh ely in English sketches and pajnt-
FEN
Early yesterday morning while asleap
at lus home, he awoke, thinking he
smelled smoke. He rose with a start
and felt reheved at finding himsel? In
no danger, but e was so oppressed by
the choking sensution which had awak-
encd him that he had to open his win-
?}?“n \:‘ldm{-. dl{c ﬁnisl};i}ed nis sleep, and
el Wern own to 3 S i i
n all asre. tudio. ta tind
Darius Cobb is probably the most for-
tunate of the tenants in the buliding
on the side where the fire hurned tiie
hottest. When Asst Chief Grady and

i missioners declaring
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hiz men were chopping away the walls,
trying to get at the fire that was eating
its way to the top. they broke into Mr
Cobb's studio  The flames were jnst
beginning to crop through the walls
over two large framed puintings that
stood there.

Refore he would allow the firemen to
touch the walls Grady had them lower
the frames, take out the paintings and
cairy them to a room in another part
of the building, not touched by the fire.
Six  pletures, all valuable, were thus
saved from the flames, smoke and water
and none suffered appreciable damage.
The paintings are worth at least $10.000.

There wete <everal other  smaller
artists and photographers in the bufld-
ing who guffered more or less water
damage; those who lost most heavily
are those already mentioned. Many of
the artists lost sketches that were worlh
a great deal to them. a loss that can't
be measured in muney.

It is the second time in three years
that the tenanig of the Studio building
have been diiven out by fire. little
less than thiee vears ago a fire broke
out early in the morning and did con-
siderahle damage.

The fite of yesterday will necessitate
a thorough rebullding of the southern
pottion of the interior of the building
while the other haif was untouched by
flie or water.

The loss to the Studio building. which
15 assessed for about 76,000, was per-
huaps $20,000. The buildfng at the 1ear
of 1L was 2 total lnsg

Merchants Lose Trade.

The fire caused much joss to the mer-"

chanis near enough to be shut in by
the fire lines. It was about 11 o'clock
when these lines were removed and up
to that time no one was allowed through
without special privilege. ‘The mer-
chants, therefote, fost hulf a day’s busi-
ness, which at this season means much
to them.

People on their way to wolk were
unable to get through the lines and
had to take @ circuitous route over Bea-
con Hill The takirs who stand by the
score «along Tremont st {rom School
to Park sts this week sclling mechan-
ical toys and such were ovut of woirk
most of the day.

The henviest loser of all, however,
was the hirm of Elhiedge & PPeabody.
Some ot thelr goods were insured, hut
they had just received a lige con-
signiment of Christinas  stock which
had not been insured, und the fire bit
them hauad

A spon as possible after the the was
under contrel Mayor itzgerald had a
sang of men from the street depurt-
ment on hand to sand the streets, which
were covered with it coating of 1ce.

Refore Chief Mulien had the fire whete
he wanted it the mayor asked lnmaf he
couldn’t elear Tremont st so that busi-
pess might be resumed, and when the
chief sald that he couldn’t just then
(he mayor reminded him that it mczult
much fo the merchants to have cus-
tomors shut off by the fire lines. I'he
chief went on fighting the fire, and 1t
wasn't tong bhefore he was able to et

e strect ¢lear
u‘l‘\ll\the afternoon {hrongs of people
passed the bul ding, having heard of the
fire, and it took a large squad of e:\tlfl.
policemen 1o keep thie crowd moving.
During the fire fully 20 policemen werc
on duty under Capt Gaskin and L}nul:,
Smath, and manv of them had (o stay
on detail about the place the remuainder
of the day.

Insurance Companies Hit.

Fhe fire insurance fraternity on re-

celving the news of the fire had the
biggest scate they have experienced for |
nmny a day. There was not an agency,
in the eity who did not have one or more
xepresenluti\'oi; at H:e scene anxiously
awaiting developments,
’ \\'llel\glt became known that the fire |
was kept within the confines of one
puilding, insurance men were loud in.
their mase of Chief Mullen and his|
neen. It was handled to perfection, they
say. Ilad the fire extended to the
Orpheum theatre it is the opinion of
most insurance men nothing could have
saved the entire block. _

The Studio building is ineured for $150,-
000. In the event of the bullding com-
that it canot be r1e-
bullt, the companies involved wlill be
Labie for ‘the whole amount.

The principal sufferets among the
tenants ate Eldridge & Peabody, whose
irsurance of about $32,000 is regarded as
a total loss. The firm, however, in
prepu ation of its Christmas trade, had
Iaid in extra stocks of furnlture and
enipets, and it is understood that these
wete not covered by insurance.

The insuranc: on the Studio building
15 placed by Obrion & Russell of Wa-
ter st, and while well distiibuted, some
of the bigger companies are hit quite
smartly. The list is as follows:

Royal lusurance company, ngland
1’hfh\de1[nhiu underwrlters .....

Sun, England ... .. ...
lre association, Philadelphia .
Northern, Epghmd
Amerlean, New Jersey ..
Neeurity, Counecticul ....
German Amerlean, New York
London Assurance, England .,
Aachen and Munieh, Gerwany

Germanta, New York ...... ... 5.000
Law CUnion and Crown, Lugland . 2500
Hurtford, Connecticut «.o..ooveeesvoes 0000
Western, Toronto .. 5 oud
North British and M -’1.00!)
Deluware, Penn ... ..... :_:.(_)00
City of New York, N Y 2,500
Atlug, England ... .... ::,l_rm
Commercial Cnlon .. 2,500
Teffersott, 12 € cvvve cenvnosensnssars 2,000
Liverpoul, London & Globe, England... 2.5

Connecticut ......... P X 1]
Westchester, N Y L...o.viiiiiiaecenes 10,0

Firemen's insurance company, N J.... 23500

TOMAL - eevneanaernnaeinesnners e 5150,000
The insurance on the tenants’ property
is distributed as follows:

North British & Mercantile, England..  §$5,000
Scottish'Umlon & Natlonal, Scotland.. 5,000
Palatine. Eugland ....... 5,000
Royal, Lngland ....00e0 . 4000
.Etna Conn ....eees . 2000
Phoenix, Conn ..ooeieenneias < 2000
Firemen's, NJ o.ooieeeiiinaas . 2500
Commercinl Union, Loodon .... . 10600
Phoenix, London ....... ceen  we . 3 Gy
lusurande compavy state of Penn ..... O 9y
Tochester-Germwan, N creeensenneses 250U

Total cieeviencaionene cererssenas. 40,000

The msurance on the stock of Eldridge
& Peabody was placed by John C. Paige
& Co, the following being a partial list
of the $32,009 involved:

Germania fire insurance company, N Y $2.500
Aina, Conn . ccseceecovianees 5
New Hampshire ..........
Palatyne fire insurance com

Total

eenen 5.
2,500
e

any. Eog...

verereraaeanene. $11 000
ARTISTS LOSE HEAVILY.

Fire and Water Ruin or Damage Fine
Paintings and Furnishings, and
Sketches Are Destroved.

Not since the fire in the Harcourt
studios a few years ago has there been
a bLlaze which has caused such a loss
in pictures to the artistic fraternlty as
that in the Studio building yesterday.

It might have been a good deal worse
if the fire had occuired 10 or 15 years
ugo, for then the. bullding was Iargely
occupled - by artists, as was the inten-

‘Hard
]

tion when the stiucture was crected. Of
late years the artists have bcen moving
more and more mto the Back Bay dis-
trict and most of the studios of ather
days 1n the Studio bullding have been
used for commercial purposes,

There were, however, about a half-
dozen artists of note who had studio=s
in the building wvesterday dand several
of these lost largely.

Mr Garrett, who had a studio n the
front of the building, lost 1l the valu-
able sketehes which he made In his
recent trip to Fngland He dld not have
any yvafuable pictines in the 10om, but
these sketehes were in a sense invalu-
able in the work wiuch he had mupped
out for the winter.

The yenerable Darius Cobb, who had
@ studio next doer to Garrett, lost
heavily. Assistant Chief Girady was so
impressed Ly some of the larger cian-
vases i Mr Cobb's studio that he gave
instiuctions to have them removed to
a place of safety. Mr Cobb himself ar-
rived on the scene about that time and
he superintended the removal of some
of the large canvases which he painted
years ago,  Nearly all of his later
work was damaged, to the extent of
several thousand dollars probably.

Augustus Bubler, the famous marine
paunter, had snme very choice pierures
and sketches 1u his studio, the friat of
last summer's work in Gloucester, and
3 thing was ruited. Tis loss
Wil probably be {000 or $6000,

Melbourne Hardwick lost heavily. s
studio_was just beyond Buhler's on the
left of the rear hallway. Mr Hardwick
2ot to the fire ahout 8 o'clock and he
pushed hig way to his studio In time
to rveceive a_shower of glase from the
skylight, n fragment of which cut his
right hand slightly, He had a $00
nicture on one easel and another equal-
Iy as valuabte, whieh he had just
finished 1le Jelt the pictures and selz-
ing his portfolio of sketches took them
to a place of safety,

An abutting kriek wall saved his
studio from fire and the protective de-
partment saved much of the property
in the room. He wiil lose much, how-
cver, fram the effeets of the flood of
water which was poured into the studio

It is understood that both Isubler sand

wick carried insurance,

E. Perkins, pastel and mimature!
baintar, was able to save conslderable
of his property before the fire and
smoke reached his studio. 1le arrived
on the scene about 8 & m and was able
to muke several trips with armfuls of
pictures and bric-u-brac to a nearby
drug store bcror(_! he wag compeiled to
flee  His loss will be principally from
smoke and watqr.

Chules Copeland's studio was dam-
aged some by smoke and water. e s
in the south and is oxpected back Ly
Christmas  He had much vauable stuff|
ln“hh& stu{_iin. 1

Messrs Buipee and Gend { |
shghtiy by smoke and v..Llet;'(.n suffered

Harmy Kelt, a broker, who had bach-
elor apartments on the upper floor, in

which were manv 1ine pictiires and
valuable furnishings, lost about every-
thmg
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