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Boeron, February 3, 1919,

Hon. AxprEw J. PETERS,
Mayor of Boston: .

81r,— As provided by section 24, chapter 3, Revised
Ordinances of 1898, City of Boston, I have the honor
to present herewith a report of the activities of the Fire
Department for the year ending January 31, 1919,

Appended to my statement are reports from the
officers in charge of the different branches and informa-
tion and statistics of general interest concerning the
work, personnel and property of the department.

FinancEes.

Two million two hundred ninety-one thousand four
hundred and ninety-one dollsrs and fifty-three cents
was expended by the Fire Department during the past
fiscal year. The income of the department from various
sources amounted to $9,664.14.

PERSONNEL.
_ Twenty-five members were retired during the year
on account of age and disability, and two by act of the
Legislature.
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MoToR APPARATUS.

No motor apparatus were purchased during the year
except six new Buick roadsters for the Distriet Chiefs.

Fire Lossgs.

During the year the department responded to 5,062
alarms. The fire loss for the year amounted to $2,822 -
109.00, including $5,503 in marine loss.

ALTERATIONS TO HOUSES.

The following engine and ladder houses have been
furnished with shower baths:

Engine 16, 37, 40, 42, and Ladder 9, 3 and 23; also
new lockers for men in Ladder House No. 3, and in
Engine House No. 40; also new Dutch doors for Ladder
and Engine 3 and Ladder 6 — also horse stalls removed
and a new patrol desk built for Ladder 6. A new room
was built for the captain of Engine 11.

In coneclusion I would inform you that the members
of the department have worked hard and faithfully
during the past year. Between the Fire and other
departments of the city an excellent spirit of coéperation
exists and for the assistance rendered by the heads of
other city departments, especially the Police Commis-
sioner and the Commissioners of Public Works, Wire
and Building Departments, I am deeply grateful.

Yours very respectfully,

Joun Grapy,
Fire Commissioner.



Fire DEPARTMENT.

Names oF Cuier ExcINgers, or CHIEF oF DEPART-
MENT, BINCE THE FIRE DEPARTMENT wAs HsTaB-

LISHED, JANUARY, 1826.

Samuel D, Harris .
Thomas C. Amory
William Barnicoat .
Georgemh&smith’ Jr

W. Bird
John 8. Damrell .
William A. Green .
Lewis P Webber .
William T. Cheawell
John A. Mullen
John G . .
Peter F. McDonough .

1826-28
1829-35
183653
1854-55
185665
1866~74
*1874-84

. 1884-1001

1901-06

1906-14
*1014

1914-19

* Appointed Fire Comemisslomer.
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FIRE ALARM BRANCH.

From: TeE SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE Arirym Brawcw.
To: TEE Firp CoMMISSIONER.
SvmIEcT: ANNUAL REPORT.

I respectfully submit the following report of the Fire
Alarm Branch for the year ending January 31, 1919,

OperamTing Division,
Note.— The records of thizs division are for the eal-
endar year 1918.
- Box alarms received and transmitted:

Firstalarms . . . . . . . . . . 2403
Becond alarms . . . . . . . . . ar
Third alarms L. L . . 21
Fourth alarms . . . 4
Exhibition alarm, “labert}* Loan” drive ; . 1

Box alarms received but not transmitted;

Alarms received from same box for same fire two or

more times . . . 214
Alarms received from adjacent boxes for same fire . . 188
Alarms received from boxes but treated asstills . . 11

SBtill alarms received and transmitted:

Received from eitizens by telephone . . . . 1,393
Received from Police Department . . . . . 166
Received from department stations. ., . . . 991
“Mutual aid" alarme, classified as stills ; . 21
Emergency calls treated as stills . 56
Btill alarms for whmh box alarms were later trans-
mitted . . . . . . 121
Automatic and A. D. T. alarms:
Boston Automatic alarms received . . 190
Department box alarms received and transmitted in
connection with same . 4

Bmtﬁn Automatic alarms received in connection with
tills . ) . . . . . . . . . 2
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A.D. T, alarms received . . . .. . . . 49

A.D. T. alarme transmitted . 46
Department boxes received and tmnsmltted ﬂ.itar

receipt of A. D, T, alarm . . 1

Toran ALsrms,

Box alarms received . . . ; . . . 2868

—

Box alarms transmitted (ineluding multiples) . 2 465
Stills, automatie, ete., ehmmat-mg those for which box

alarms were transmitted . 2,676

e

Total alarms transmitted, all classes . . . 5141

FirE ArarM Box REcoRDs.
Boxes from which no alarms were received . . . 500
Box tests and mspectmns . ; . .. . . 7,908

ConerrucTioN DrIvision.

Underground Construction.

Because of high cost of labor and materials due to war
conditions no extensive underground construction was
done.

Eighteen thousand three hundred (18,300) feet of cable
containing about thirty-one (31) miles of conductors was
hauled into underground duets.

Twenty-nine hundred forty-five (2,945) feet of ducts
were installed underground.

Sixteen (16) fire alarm box posts and three (3) test posts
were set and twe;tc?' (20) fire alarm posts and two (2) test
posts were replaced by new.

Fire Alarm Boxes.

Fifty-two (52) fire alarm boxes were established, of
which seven (7) are public boxes, thirty-eight (38) are
schoolhouse boxes and seven (7) were placed on private
property.

Interior Electrical Construction.

Although our force of wire men was small, because of
men on leave of absence in war service, many improve-
ments were made in electrical equipments in various
department houses.

The stations of Engines 5, 49 and 50 have complete
new electrical equiprlents.
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RECOMMENDATIONB.

Because of high cost of underground construetion no
extensive extensions to the system are recommended.
Conduits should be installed where streets are to be
repaved in the districts preseribed by the Commissioner
of Wires for the removal of overhead wires. A sufficient
amount of eable should be bought for emergency pur-
poses and for extensions where the underground work is
necessary at this time.

Overloaded circuits should be relieved by adding new
circuits and some of the overhead construction must be
renewed.

Considerable work still remains to be done to bring
interior wiring up to standard requirements.

New protectors should be installed in the fire alarm
office, better facilities for testing are contemplated, and
the gong transmitter should be put in proper condition.

I recommend that all stations be equipped with tele-
graph instruments connected into the gong eircuits for the
purpose of serving as another means of communication.

A few new fire alarm boxes should be installed and the

red light system should be extended.
Fire Ararm Box Posts INsTaLLED anDp Ducr LENGTHS TO
SauE.
Dorchester.
Duct
Fest,
Bowdoin and Quincy streeta. (Two duocts) . . 40
Bowdoin and Norton streets.  (One duct) e 11
Opposite No. 101 Draper street - .
Washington street and Harvard avenue . . . 8
Canterbury and Angell streets . . . . . . 112
Neponset avenue and Adams street ; . . . 46
Willowwood street and Ballou avenue . . . ; A |
Norfolk and Morton streets . .. . 40
Norfolk and Evelyn streets e 46
South Boston.
Dorchester and East Ninth streets . . . 42
Wesat Beventh and C strests . . . ; .. 3l
‘West Third and B streets . . . . ; . 31
East Fifth and Kstreets . . . . . . . 34
City Proper.

Opposite No. 86 Feoway . . . 4. . . . 269
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West Rocbury.
Mt. Vernon street and Chapin avenue . .~ . . 181
Montview street near Park street . .. . . . 65
‘New Teast Posts INsTALLED AND Ducr LENGTHS TO BAME,
: . Foet.
Tremont and Ruggles streets. (Four duets) . . . 43
Causeway and Lowell streets. (Four ducts) . . . 29
Blue Hill avenue and Canterbury street.
Woopew TesT Posts REPLACED BY IRON Posts.
Atlantic and Northern avenues.
Bheridan square.
: Duecrs INsTALLED.
Dust
Fot,
Pole to quarters of Engine 49 02
Quarters of Engine 50 to residence of Chief of Dep@.rt-
ment . . 60
Manhole to quar‘tem of Engme 1 . 56
Pole connection at Canterbury street and Cireuit dnve, 60
Pole connection at Neponset avenue and Vietory road . 154
Pole connection at Geneva avenue and Topliff street . 48
Between manholes at Blue Hill avenue and Gantﬂrhury
street . . 89
Pole connection at West Fourth and E streeta . 00
Between manholes on Weat Sixth street (mpla.&ement.
account new bridge) . ; 320

MawroLEs Bumwt.

Shawmut avenue, near Brookline street.
Athens and B streets,

Mt. Vernon and Centre streets.

Mt. Vernon street and Chapin avenue.

Preric Fire ArsamMm Boxes EsTABLISHED.

2324, Opposite 86 Fenway.

2744, Montview street, near Park street.
3326. Washington street and Harvard avenue.
- 3529, Woolson and Sutton streets.

T226. Weat Bixth and E streets.

7412, East Ninth and Dorchester streeta.
7433. Woest Fifth and K streets.

ScrooLHOUSE Boxps EsTABLISHED,

1576. Prince School, Newbury and Exeter streets.
2120, Albert Palmer School, Eustis street.

2137. Winthrop Street School.

2138. Mt. Pleasant Avenue School.

2163. W. L. P. Boardman School, Munroe street.



2164.
2187.
2247,
2268,

2429,
2456,
2534,
2619,
2762.
3181.
3247.
3275,
3367.
3424,

3544.
3617.

3714,
3726.
3737.
3742,
3766,

3857,
410.
418,

5174,

5182,

5197.

5219,

H268.

5280,

T7451.

1324.
2338,
3491,
5112,
7145.

7148.
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Hull Bchool, Quincy street.

Williams School, Homestead street.

Miles Standish School, Roxbury street.

Abbie W. May School, Thornton street.

Thornton Street School.

Chestnut Avenue School.

Margaret Fuller School, Glen road.

Philbrick School, Philbrick street,

Mozart School, Beech street.

Henry L. Vane School, Gardner street.

Quiney Street School.

Bavin Hill School, Bavin Hill avenue.
enjamin Cushing School, Robinson street.

Emd}r A. Fifield School, Dunbar avenue.

Rochambean School, Gibson street.

Martha Baker School, Walk Hill street.

Bailey Street School.

Treacott Behool, Rosemont street.

Greenwood SBehool, Metropolitan avenue.

Amos Webster School, Hilton street.

Hyde Park High School.

Weld School, Highland street.

Damon School, Readville street.

Hemenway School, Wolcott street.

Jacob Foss School, Adams and Chestnut streets.

Samuel Dexter School, Harvard street.

Mary L. Brock School, Chestnut Hill avenue.

Winship School, Dighton street.

Oak Bquare School.

Harvard School, North Harvard street.

Auburn School, Waverly street.

Hobart Street School.

Benjamin Pope School, East Fifth and O streets.

Boxes INsTALLED oN PrivaATE PROPERTY.
American House. (Auxiliary.)
United Drug Company, Forsyth street. (Auxiliary.)
United Drug Company, Greenleaf Btraet (Auxiliary.)
Victory Plant, Squantum.
Commonwealth Armory (owned by r::.t.y}.
Unit.e:% States Army Warehouse, D street (owned by
city).
Uni‘t&:% States Army Warehouse, E street (owned by
eity).

Fime Ararv Boxms v BERVICE,

Total number . . . . . . 1,195
Owned by Fire Depm'tme:ut . L. 839

Owned

by Schoolhouse Department L. 200

Owned by Au:u]ua.r}r Fire Alarm Cnmpa.n_v L. i}
Privately owned . 90
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Department boxes:
On lamp-posts
On poles . .
On buildings .
Inside buildings

Equipped with ke}less doors {hell-nngmg attach-

ment) .
Equipped ‘with key]eea doors (glaaa gua.rda]
Equipped with key doors . .
Equ;pped with auxl]iary attachments
Designated by red lights

Schoolhouse boxes:
On lamp-posts
On poles .
On ﬂutmda of bulldmgs
Inside of buildings .
Equipped with keyless doors
Eqmpped mt.h key doors .
uipped with auxiliary attachments
Deargnatad by red lights . .

Auxiliary Fire Alarm Company boxes:

Un fire alarm box post .

n poles .
{}n outside of bmldmgﬂ
Inside of buildings .
Equipped with keyless doors
Equipped with key doors

Private boxes:
On poles .
On uutsnde of bmldmgs
Inside of buildings .
Equipped with keyless doors
Equipped with key doors .
Equipped with aunxiliary attachment

Crassirication of Fme Avarv Box Brations.

Academies .

Armory

Asylums

Car barns

Cemetery

Church .

City Yard .

Homes for aged peuple
Hospitals . .

Carried forward .

416
19

787

14
395

17
16
a7
70
139
61
154
16

Ml i
=] Q0 D bt i e OG0 = CT

"™
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Brought forward
Hotels .
Ma.nufa.uturmg pla.nta
Museum .
Navy Yard an .
Newspaper t
Office huﬂdJ% .
Police Statmn {Ghelm} .
Power Stations .
Prison .
Public hall . .
Pumping station
Railroad shops
Railroad stations
Railroad yvards .
Retail stores
Restaurant .
Schoolhouses
Stable .
Btock
Btreet (public) boxes* . . . . .
Theaters . . ; . . . . .
Warehouses . . . . . .
Wharves . .
Wholesale houses

Total . . . . . . . . . . L1185

Posts avp TeEsT BoxEs.
Fire alarm box posts in service . L 421
Fire alarm box posts set but not in service . . . 4
Teat posts in service R ... 67
Pole test hoxes in service e e 191

— (=]
ihcm&gmugwm:m#—Hﬁmﬁﬁmegﬂq

Crrourrs.

Number of box eirenits . . . . . . . Bl
Number of tapper cireuits. . . . . . . 14
Number of gong circuits . 13
Number of telephone circuits to department st.a.tl-::rna 47
Number of telephone eirenits to Beach Emhange . 7
_Bpecial telephone ecircuit to Back Bay . . . 1
Special telephone cireuit to Police E[ea.dqua.rt&rs . 1
Special telephone eircuit to A. D. T. office . . 1
Telephone connection to Boston Automatic Fire

Alarm Company’s office . . 1
Telephone connection to Protective Departme::t . 1

huT:ldE above telephone service is from department exchange
a

* About one bundred -nlm-ollmw and privats bozes are acceanible to the public, but
are not counted as streot boxes ]
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Wings, CasrLEs anp CoNDUITS.

Line wire in gerviee . . . . . . . 232 miles
Aerial cable in sgrviee . | L. 25 milea
Conductors in same . . . ; . . . 143 miles
Aerial conductors in serviee . . . . . 101 miles
Underground cable in service . . . .. 138 miles
Coonductors in same | . . 2,134 miles
Underground cable conductors in service . . 1,254 miles
Conduits owned by Fire Department . . . 55,712 feet
Duets in Fire Department conduits . . 71,258 feet

Ducts in New England Telephone and Telegraph
Company’s system used by Fire Depe.rtment 503,560 feet
Duects in Postal Telegraph Cl}mpe.n]r 8 a;,ratem

used by Fire Department . . - 4,569 feet
Fing ALARM APPARATUS.

Tappers in service . A 143

Boston tappers in a.d;aeent- towns and mtme . (i
Tappers connected to adjacent eyetems in Boston

Fire Department stations . . 3

Gongs in service . .. 114

Remre in service in department. stations . . 23

in service in department stations . . . 11

Tower bell in service . . . 1

Telephone in department ayatem L. 135

Pusric Crocks,

This department keeps in operation twenty-six tower clocks

of which twenty-two are uwnmﬁ)}r the city. '

. thFuﬂF.ﬁve reports of clock troubles were attended to during
@ year,

BuMMary oF Worg DonEg.

Feet,
New line wire used . .. ... . 7800
0ld wire removed from pelee - 3 1 1]
Acrial cable installed (new work) . . . . . 15,086
Conductors in same . .. .. 94360
Aerial cable removed from service . . . . 4 650
Conductors in same . 26,120
Underground cable installed in ducts of New Englend
Telephone and Telegraph Company . . . 9,114
Conductors in same . 81,912
Underground cable installed in ducte of Postal Tele-
graph Company . . . 1,275
Conductors in same . . 5100
Underground eable installed in department ducts . 3,442

Conductors in same . . 23,506
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Total underground cable installed (new work)
Conduetors In same . .
Cable used to replace old cable

Conduectors in same . ; ) .
Conduits laid by this depum.meut .

Duects in same . .

Manholes built .

Fire Ararv Boxes INSTALLED.

By Fire Department . .

By Bchoolhouse Department . .

By Auxiliary Fire Alarm Company.

By owners of private boxes .

Fire alarm hox posts set (addition to aerme}
Fire alarm box posts reset or replaced by new
Fire alarm test posts set (addition to service)
Fire alarm test posts replaced by new

Fire alarm pole test boxes installed

GeorcE L. FickeTT,

13,831
110,518
" 6,158
181,790

2,348
2,945

[

Superintendent of Fire Alarm.







