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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1962.

Boston, February 1, 1963.

Hon. Joan F. CoLLins,
Mayor of Boston.
DEeARr SIR:
I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the
activities of the Boston Fire Department for the year
ending December 31, 1962.

Respectfully submitted,

TromAs J. GRIFFIN,
Fire Commasstoner.



HISTORY

FIRE COMMISSIONERS

*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1905. Patrick J. Kennedy.
(Acting February 17—March 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.
1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.
1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Acting May 27—September 16.)
1910-1912. Charles C. Daly.
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1914-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy.
1921-1922. J h P. Manning.
(Acting Nov?gplml—April 1, 1922))
1922. William J. Casey.
(Acting April 1—August 24.)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.
1926. Thomas F. Sullivan.
(Acting January 26—July 6.)
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin.
1933-1934. FEugene M. McSweeney.
(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.
1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.)
1946-1950. Russell S. Codman, Jr.
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher.
1953-1954. John F. Cotter.
1954-1959. Francis X. Cotter.
1959. Timothy J. O’Connor.
(March 2—December 31.)
1960-1961. Henry A. Scagnoli.
1961- Thomas J. Griffin.
(From July 13, 1961.)

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT
1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris.
1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory.
1836-1853. William Barnicoat.
1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr.
1856-1865. George W. Bird.
1866-1874. John 8. Damrell.
1874-1884. William A. Green.
1884-1901. Louis P. Webber.
1901-1906. William T. Cheswell.
1906-1914. John A. Mullen.
1914, John Grady. (1 day.)
1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough.
1919-1922. Peéter E. Walsh.
1922-1924. John O. Taber.
1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott.
1930-1936. Henry A, Fox.
1036-1946. Samuel J. Pope.
1946-1948. Napeen Boutilier.
1948-1950. John F. McDonough.
1960-1956. John V. Stapleton,

1956. Edward N, Montgomery.
(June 6—September 5.)

1956-1960. Leo C. Driscoll.

1960~ John A, Martin.
(From February 1, 1960.)

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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SPECIAL COMMENTS

1. Fire Prevention

During the year 1962 this department was awarded
a plaque by the National Fire Protection Association
for placing first in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts;
third in municipalities of over 500,000 in the United
States; and fifth among all cities in the nation in a
National Prevention Contest held during 1961. The
award is made for outstanding fire prevention activities.

During the year an organization known as Fire
Prevention Council, Inc., was founded and chartered
under the provisions of Chapter 180 of the General
Laws of the Commonwealth with full cooperation from
the Fire Department. The Council was created for
the express purpose of sustaining and supplementing
the fire prevention activities of the Boston Fire De-
partment on a continuous year-round basis. Its mem-
bers are representative of a cross-section of business,
civie, and professional life of the city.

The Fire Prevention Council, Inc., replaces the
Fire Prevention Committee of the Greater Boston
Chamber of Commerce and derives its financial stability
from membership dues. These dues are used to bear
the cost of expenses involved in Fire Prevention Cam-
paigns which the Council supports. For the first time
in the history of the City of Boston we have an in-
dependent group dedicated to the advancement of
fire prevention.

Under Section 5A of Chapter 148 of the General
Laws, which became effective July 9, 1962, portable
wick-type space heater units are forbidden in any
building used for human habitation.

Section 25A of Chapter 148 of the General Laws,
effective October 18, 1962, outlaws the sale, offer to
sell, or installation of secondhand space heaters or
portable stoves which use kerosene, range oil, or No. 1
fuel oil for fuel, and forbade the use of any unvented
space heater in a building used for habitation.
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Section 25B of Chapter 148 of the General Laws,
effective July 1, 1965, outlaws the use of any space
heater, vented or unvented, in any building used in
whole or in part for human habitation.

The action of this law should substantially aid in
the reduction of fire and the loss of life and property
from fire in the City of Boston.

During the year the department embarked on a
survey of all hospitals, convalescent homes, and like
institutions throughout the city. A new form was
established by the Fire Prevention Division which
directs scrutinizing to every part of these institutions
based upon fire hazards, type of construction, and
special requirements of hospitals. This form is now
being used nationwide in connection with hospital
inspections.

A comprehensive analysis of plastic wastebaskets used
in hospitals and other institutions showed that not only
was this type of equipment insufficient to contain a fire
occurring within, but actually contributed to the fire.
As a result of requirements established by this depart-
ment, manufacturers are developing a wastebasket
which has approximately the same safety characteristics
as metal equipment.

The Fire Department is currently making an investi-
gation to determine a method which will overcome fires
in grease flues in restaurants. All expenses of the investi-
gation are being borne by manufacturers of flue and
restaurant equipment.

2. Fire Stations
We have undertaken a program of remodeling some
of our older fire stations during 1962. After public
bidding, contracts were awarded for making major
alterations and repairs to the following fire stations:
Engine House 1— 119 Dorchester Street, South
Boston
Engine House 5— 360 Saratoga Street, East Boston
Engine House 28 — 659 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain
Engine House 40 — 260 Sumner Street, East Boston
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When the alterations have been completed the fire
stations will present a better view to the public and will
also be more structurally safe and will afford better
living conditions for the fire fighters quartered therein.

3. Fire Apparatus

Ten pumping engines, four 100-foot aerial ladder trucks
and two 85-foot aerial ladder trucks were delivered to
the department in 1962 and have all been placed in
active service. The new apparatus will increase our
operating efficiency at fires and other emergencies and
will also help to reduce the cost for maintenance and
repair of motor equipment.

4. Training Division

Twenty-eight new fire fighters were given seven weeks
of intensive training and drilling in basic procedures at
fires, including engine and ladder company operation,
special equipment, techniques, first aid, rescue work,
and handling of radioactive materials. This compre-
hensive coverage enables new members to carry out
their duties more efficiently.

The division conducted periodic surveys related to
fire protection and fire-fighting equipment in order to
insure that the equipment will function properly if its
use is required. The survey also included life-saving
equipment of various types.

Many groups have taken advantage of the training
course offered at the Fire Department Training Acad-
emy, including City and Town Fire Departments,
United States Army, Navy, Coast Guard, large hospitals
and security agencies, such as Pinkerton, Brinks,
Burns, ete.

A complete and comprehensive accident report review
program is maintained by the Training Division. Per-
son{lel involved in accidents with department motor
equipment are contacted, and the pertinent facts of
each accident are recorded. A driver-training program
was inaugurated by this division for the training of
operators of our motor vehicles. This program covers
the basic operations of clutches, transmissions, ete.,
gnd actual road instruction, and also educates chauffeurs
in the proper operation of our motor equipment.




In Memoriam
Deaths of Active Members During 1962

March 5

LiBeraTo DERoOsA
Fire Fighter, Ladder Company 16

June 3
Epwarp C. ErRLANDSON
Leather and Canvas Worker, Maintenance Division

June 11
Josepa W. H. LaviN
Fire Fighter, Maintenance Division

August 25
MicHAEL TUBEROSA
Fire Lieutenant, Engine Company 5

September 20

GeORGE L. MELLOR
Fire Fighter, Engine Company 52

December 7

James H. Sexrton
Fire Fighter, Ladder Company 4
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