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ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FOR THE YEAR 1967.

BostoN, February 1, 1968.

Hon. Kevin H. WHITE,
Mayor of Boston.
DEAR Sir:

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of the
activities of the Boston Fire Department for the year
ending December 31, 1967.

Respectfully submitted,

WirLiam J. FITZGERALD,
Fire Commissioner.



HISTORY

FIRE COMMISSIONERS

*1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell.
1877-1879. David Chamberlain.
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald.
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley.
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald.
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch.
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell.

1905, Patrick J. Kenned;
(Acting February 17—MnrcK 20.)
1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells.
1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker.
1910. Francis M. Carroll.
(Actlng May 27—September 16.)
19101912, Charles C. Daly.
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole.
1914-1919. John Grady.
1919-1921. John R. Murphy
1921-1922. Joseph P. Mani
(Acting Nov. 8, 1921—Apnl 1 '1922.)
1922. William J. Case;

(Acting April l—Auguav. 24)
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn.
1926. Thomas F. Sullivan.

(Acting January 26—July 6.)
1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman.
1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin.
1933-1934. Eugene M. McSweeney.

(October 16, 1933—January 5, 1934.)
1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin.
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly.
1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald.

(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946,
1946-1950. Russell 8. Codman, Jr.
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher.
1953-1954. John F. Cotter.
1954-1959. Francis X. Cotter.
1959. Timothy J. O’Connor.

(March Z—December 31.)

1960-1961. Henry A. Scagnoli.
1961-1966. Thomas J. Griffin.

1966. Henry A. oli.
(Acting July l—;gnuguat 17.)
1966. William J. Fitzgerald.

(From August 17.)

CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT
1826-1828. Samuel D. Harris.
1829-1835. Thomas C. Amory.
1836-1853. William Barnicoat.
1854-1855. Elisha Smith, Jr.
1856-1865. George W. Bird.
1866-1874. John S. Damrell.
1874-1884. William A. Green.
1884-1901. Louis P. Webber.
1901-1906. William T. Cheswell.
1906-1914. John A. Mullen.
1914. John Grady. (1 day.)
1914-1919. Peter F. McDonough.
1919-1922. Peter E. Walsh.
1922-1924. John O. Taber.
1925-1930. Daniel F. Sennott.
1930-1936. Henry A. Fox.
1936-1946. Samuel J, Pope.
1946-1948. Napeen Boutilier.
1948-1950. John F. McDonough,
1950-1956. John V. Stapleton,

1956. Edward N. Montgomery.
(June 6—September 5.)

1956-1960. Leo C. Driscoll.
1960-1963. John A, Martin.
1963-1966. William A. Terrenzi.
1966-1967. James J. Flanagan.

1967. John E. Clougherty.
(From February 8, 1967.)

*Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer.
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SPECIAL COMMENTS

1. Fires

There were 2,099 fires in buildings during 1967.
Several of these were large fires, the most spectacular
oceurring in the C. Crawford Hollidge Department Store,
141-143 Tremont street, on Saturday, February 18,
1967, about 7.10 A.mM. Five alarms were sounded and
the building was a total loss.

2. Fire Prevention

Again this year as in the past, the Fire Prevention
Division submitted an entry in the National Fire Pro-
tection Association Contest which is a measuring device
for fire prevention programs conducted throughout the
country. The Boston Fire Department placed first in
the Commonwealth, fourth among cities of over 500,000
population, and ﬁfth nationally.

The Inspection Force of this division has established
a program of inspection designed so that the occupants
of the premises to be inspected can make no advanced
preparations to circumvent the honest viewing of any
location. The total number of inspections made by the
Inspection Force of this division totaled 26,273 for the
year 1967. Places of assembly were also inspected by
this Force a total of 2,918 times. Additional inspections
were made by the officers in the subdistricts where the
places of assembly are located. In locations requiring a
specialized knowledge, the inspectors of this division
specially trained in that field were assigned to make
these inspections to ascertain that no fire hazard existed
or conti.nued due to a lack of knowledge. All matters
concerning other city departments were reported by the
inspections of this division on the necessary forms to the
department charged with this responsibility. These
totaled 750.

The Arson Inspection Squad of the Fire Prevention
D1Ylslon is charged with the responsibility of investi-
gating the cause and circumstances of every fire and
explosion occurring within the city limits. The results
of these investigations are to help determine whether
such fire was caused by carelessness, design, or is a
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violation of law. These investigations are carried on for
the use of the Boston Fire Department in removing
causes of fires and explosions, apprehending of culprits
responsible for fires and the turning over of all the facts
and evidence to the office of the State Fire Marshal.
Many hours of investigation were spent in investigating
cause of fires where arson was suspected in a series of
multiple alarm fires that occurred in the North End
section of Boston where deaths and injuries were many.
Undetermined, suspicious, and incendiary fires totaled
530. Injuries reported and investigated totaled 61 with
deaths attributed to fires totaling 31; 6 arrests were
made in the course of a year and 8 cases were presented
to the Municipal Court; 2 convictions were obtained;
one case was tried in Superior Court and a conviction
was obtained.

This department continues with its routine In-Service
inspections by company units of the department. In-
formation and inspection recorded is appraised in this
division and in those instances where further action is
required, the inspection report is brought to the attention
of Fire Prevention inspectors for closer study of the
problem. Their findings are made known to the District
Tire Chief and the fire company involved with recom-
mendations and corrective action necessary. These in-
spections are in excess of 8,700 in the course of a year.

3. New Equipment and Apparatus

In keeping with technological advances in the field of
communications, the Boston Fire Department purchased
55 portable Channel 2 radios for on-fire-ground oper-
rational use. The radios permit the officer in charge of
a multiple alarm fire to exercise tactical command not
only on every side of the fire but also permits immediate
communication with personnel who may be operating
inside a building. This device permits every area to
keep the Command Center informed of conditions and
needs. Operating on a very high frequency band, these
radios are also keyed in to Command Posts in three
different locations in the city as well as a Mobile Com-
mand Post to facilitate on-fire-ground communication.
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One of the more important changes which occurred
in the year 1967 was the changing over of propulsion
power of fire apparatus from gasoline engine to diesel
engine. All engine changes required saw the conven-
tional gasoline-powered engine replaced by diesel. Appa-~
ratus procurement stipulated that diesel power was to
be furnished as well as power steering and driving aids
which permit ease in handling of heavy equipment. Con-
tracts were awarded for the purchase of 13 pumping
units of 1,250-gallon capacity and one telescopic ladder
truck, with delivery in 1968. All units ordered are to be
equipped with power aids and automatic transmissions.
The telescopic ladder truck (aerial platform truck) is
equipped with a platform at the top which can be used
to effect rescues, as a water tower, as a work platform,
for window ventilation, removal of shutters; also as an
elevator for lifting personnel and equipment to upper
floors and the stretching of hose to these floors. The
platform will hold four persons and can be operated
either from the top or the base. New specifications for
tractor units require quick disconnects for electrical
circuits, hydraulic circuits, power circuits, ete., and a
universality of connecting requirements and fifth wheel
arrangement to permit the shifting around of tractors
and trailer units as the needs of the department dictate.
This preplanning is the initial start of a program to gear
the vehicular requirements of the department to a
reasonable program of replacement in order to avoid in
the future the need for a highly accelerated compensa-
tory program of repair necessitated by old age of appa-
ratus falling heir to the ills and vicissitude of obsoles-
cence. New chiefs cars were supplied to each fire dis-
trict. Each car was equipped with automatic trans-
mission, power steering, and power brakes.

4. Fire Stations

The construction of eight new fire stations has been
authorized. In cooperation with the Fire Department,
the Public Facilities Commission of the City of Boston
is working on preliminary plans for two of the stations.
Preliminary plans for additional stations will be pre-
pared as soon as definite sites have been procured.







