. ton Homes by Flames Fola
| lowing Mpystery Blast

THRILLING RESCUES
MADE BY FIREMEN

triet Periled—Police
Probe Started

One man was killed when ha
45 feet from a fourthe
window, four persons wera
ijured and 150 were driven
from their flats when a thres-
alarm fire, following a mysterions
' explosion in a hat-cleaning shop,
.l swept a block at 15-25 Meridian
street, Esltst Boston, and menaced
a crowded tenement district ag

| The damapge was estimated at
$20,000.

»"F_,... Street cdar service to Chelsea

land Revere from the East Bos-
ton tunnel was interrupted for

‘|two hours while the telephone

service in the district was put out

of commiszion,

As police battled to keep =z
¢rowd of 3000 persons at a safe
distance from the blaze, firemen
made a series of thrilling rescues,

QUICK BESPONSE BY FIREMEN
|| Only the fact that a fre station
is diagonally secross the street gnd
apparatus responded within a few
moments prevented the flames from
| spreading to adjacent fenement

% blocks, Police arriving for roll-gall

&t the police station on fthe next
il corner furned out without caps or
W blouses to assist in the rescue worlk,
| Police Supt. Edward W. Fallon and
Fire Supt. Edward ¥, McLaughlin
|| took personal charge at the scene,
10 0 It was Chief Samuel J, Pope's first
|| big fire since his promotion,

_Last night police were questioning
ieorge Hatias of 13 Bowdoin street,
| Arlington, propriefor of the Meridian
| Hat and Shoe Shop at 17 Meridian
streel, where the explosion occurred,
Although Chief Pope said a five-
| gallon naphtha can was found at
i the store, Kaflas zald only about a
|| quart of naphtha was there. IMeni-
| bers-of the police arson and homicidas
squads and fingerprint experts exam=
ned the puilding.

Les Forte, 23, of 15 Meridian strect
= | was asleep in his fourth-floor apart-

—1\

. ment when the explosion cocured in
the hat shop directly beneath his
| 'l flat. Startled, he ran to the window

| and wasz enveloped by flames which
i spread across the front of fhe

building, Glass from the shattered
window covered the street.

. Pande-strickén, he climbed on the
| window sill. Frank Cambria of 18
Sl Paris stieet,

who was passing,
Stay there! Don't
c into th

4:35 o'clock yesterday afterncon, |

| by two friends, ran out of & nearby
| restaurant and shouted to.the young

Thrilling ladder work by firemen marked the Sﬁﬁ,ﬂnﬁ thrae-aa. re _:n
which one man jumped to his death at 15-25 Meridlan street, East
Boston, yesterday,

fo the windew when flames roared
up the stalrway inside the House,

Forte’s brother, ‘Nathanisl Forte
' of 80 Prankfori street, accompanied

| man to remain calm. Nathantel
Forte, accompanied by Michael
Demen, 40, of 675 Saratoga street,
and Joseph Marion, 35, of 69 Glad-
stone street entered the bullding
and started upstairs, but were driven

back by the flames.

They went next door to No. 21,
and met Angelina Cappola; 14, car-
rying out a baby. “Is there anybody
else in this side of the house?” they
asked.

“MNo,” she answered.

The three men ran upstalrs, broke
into an apartment, snd reached the
roof. They were too late. Tieo Forte
had just jumped.

BODY NEARLY HITS TWO

most  striking Bergt,
Cripps and Cambria,

William  J.
Cripps, al-

(though eut by flving glass, helped

Cambria Iift "Forte's body inio &
pelice car. Forte was hurried to East
Boston relief hospital, where he died
a short time later of a fractured
skull,

In the Meridian Music and To-
batco Store at 18 Meridian street,
Francis Ansalone; 51, of 732 Ben-
nington street, was just handing a
packagpe of cigarets fo Carmillo

Forte fell head first; his body al-§

gEro

ised Tthe two-wayv police radio 1o
eall Benjamin Delano of Winthrop,
treasurer of the East Boston Savings
Bank aecross the sireet from the fire.
Delang hurried
gure the fire had not been set as a
Blind for a bank robbery. Capt.
Donovan slso notified officers of the
Enterprise Co-operative Bank alb 25
Meridiani street, which i in the
building where the fire oecurred.
On the second floor at Mo, 21 was
Mrs, Nannette Cappola, 35: her
three children, Patsy, 3, and Sal-
vaftore and Ernest, twins, who cele-
brated their first birthday Satur-
day., Her husband, Antihony, was
not at home,

*“T smelled smoke, thought it was
steam, and went to the kitchen'.
said Mrs. Cappola. “When I opened
the door T smelled oil or gasoline.
I picked up Patsy and ran down-

stairs.™

CRIES FOR BABIES
At 'the bottom of the stairs, she
started to seream, “Oh, my babies!
Some ohe, please save my bables!”™
By a coincidenice, har uncle, Sal-
vatore Cappola, for wiiom one of the |
twing 1s named, and her niece,
Angeling Cappola, 14, both of 4
| Elbow street, were passing at the
time. The unecle and a 15-year-old
hoy, kiiown in the neizhborhood as
Joe, ran upstairs and each carried
ot g twin,
The hoy handed haby Salvatore
to Angeline, who was hurrying out
of the house with it when she passed
Nathanigl Forle dnd his two com- |

Arvillo, 42, of 119 Trenion sireet, a
customer, when the explosion' oc-
gurred. Glass in a show case was
shattered by the blast, both men
receiving cuts. Avillo was treated at
the relief hospital.

About 100 felephones in the wvi-

ggain, but was held back by neigh- |
bors and the police.

cinity were put out of commission.
Capt. William D. Donovan, unable

find n i ne

AFTER EAST BOSTON EXPLOSION -

WINDD“# MARKED X FROM WHICH LEO FORTI MADE FATAL JUNMPF

sought the mid of Patrolman Henry

might at the Meridian street

hidden behind
Both were nearly overcome

| home when the explosion occurred. =

[ erine, and their child, occupants of |
{l the third floor apartment at No. 21,
| were | aided fo the |

| Avthur Ricipers, 16, of 202 Paris

H Across the streeb in the Old Colony
il Trust Building, Thomas: H. Malone,

to the bank o make |

panions on the stairs. Stiil carrying b
Patsy, Mrs. Cappola became panic- |7
stricken and started up the staira

MAN'S $500 SAVED s
Vincen Anastasio, 40, who lives |
on the top floor at No. 21, frantically 00

h-foor flat @n{ i elped
remove $500 which he had
i a bureau drawer.
hy 5
smoke. Mrs, Theresa .ﬂma.sl:asm_ﬂ.m:'!_;
her three childrer were: nob -ab i

TET‘

L

Antonio Carbone, his wife, Cath- |5

street  while

street, and Gregory Basilio, 13, of
35 Chelsea street, ran upstairs and
carried down the Carbone child. t{
Lt. Egbert K. Murphy recelve
huriis on the right hand while as-
sisting the resouers. He W&s.tregtad
at the scene and returned to duty. ||

in the office of the East Boston Free
Press, reported that the byuldmg
was rocked during the explosio,
The New England Casket Com-
pany, which occupies a wooden ad-
dition on Elbow street at the rear | =
pf the burned building, repurbed|
considerable damage. i
Mrs. Jennie Forte, mother of the|
dead man, and other mempers af t.l?.el
family were an an automobile ;Ed_'r.: to
Lawrence when the explozion oc-
curred. The other members of the
familv are Paul Forte, 27, James§
Forte, 25 Michael Forte, 22, Sally:p
Forte, 20, and the two children of @
James Forte, Jennie 6, and Angeli- |
a4, | -
APPARATUS CLOGS STREET :
All surface cars from the Maverick &
station of the East Bostdn tunmel | S8
were delayed two hours ss fire an- |
paratus from: all parts of the city | =
clogged busy Meridian street. A
shuttle bus gervice was established
hetween the tunnel and Centrall
square, FEast Boston, via Border)
street.

Long after the blaze was under
pontrol, police fought to prevent
spectators from entering the fire ™
gone which was strewn with meta 1
cetling material and broken glass]
| Lt, Harry Pierce and Sergh. Joseph
Fallon of the homieide sguad and]
Thomas MceCusker; police stenogras-
| pher, searched the building for pos-
{ sible victims. izt

The bBuilding iz owned by the An-i5
gelo Caplinegro estate. -

Beuben Halpert, proprietor of they
East RBoston Smoke Shop at 9
Meridian streef, said he ran oui-| |
doors the second he heard the ex-1= o8
plosion, and the front of the build-==us
ing was already black with smolke. SES
Soon, huge flames leaped up the S
facade of the strueture. I
THOUGHT STATION BLOWN TP

Police in the East Bestou stationi’
50 yards down the street said they =88
thought the police station had blowniis
up. The East Boston court house istis
between the burned buildiog and thels
police statlon. b

A haberdashery shep between the (S8
Eelly underfaking parlors and thei 8
burned structure was damaged byl
smoke. W,

An altercation between Council-
man Henry Selvitella and Distrief!
Chief Napaan Routlier occurred |}
when 8Belvitella charged Forfe was
onn the window ledge five minutes|
after apbarafus arrived and could |
have been rescued if s net had been
spread, Chief Pope said he had al-
ready jumped when the fivst appara-
tus arrived.
Selvitella ‘said he would present(
negligence chayees in the clty coun= |°
cil today. i
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HIS FIRST FIRE AS CHIEF
Fire Chicf Samuel Pope shown with Fire Commissioner McLaughfin lasy

fire.. It was his firsg Are as commander of the
depariment.




